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Claim 1. An article of furniture having j^top surface and 
an opening defined in said top surface; a ^r^ceptacle unit mounted 
in said opening in said top sur£afce; said receptacle unit 
comprising a top and at least 9**£ sidewall extending downwardly 
from said top, said at leas€ one sidewall having at least one 
receptacle defined thereon; and means for selectively displacing 
said receptacle uni*: between a retracted position in which said 
top of said receptacle unit is substantially planar with said top 
surface of said article of furniture, and an extended position in 
which s&ld at least one receptacle in said at least one sidewall 
of s^id receptacle unit is elevated above the top surface of said 
rticle of furniture. 
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Claim 2 . 


The jasrfrici 


ie — of - furnrb tege as claimed in Claim 1 


wherein said receptacle unit is oriented and displaceable in a 
direction which is s«bstairtridl-iy perpendicular to the top surface 
of said article of furniture. 


Claim 3. The article of furniture as claimed in Claim 1 
further including a plurality of sidewalls, each of said 
sidewalls having at least/one receptacle therein, each of said 
*. sidewalls being recessed inwardly relative to the outer surface 
of the top of said receptacle unit. 
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Claim 4. The, artio3r c^Tyf"""turriit:iM:e as claimed in Claim 1 
A* 

wherein said top of said receptacle unit and said opening in said 
P^top surface of said article of furniture are dimensioned such 
that a gap space is defined between ^re^ outer surface of the top 
of the receptacle unit and the (-^ai^top surface of said article 
of furniture when said receptacle unit is in its retracted 
position in said opening in said top surface. 


,a rxiol e — of f - \ 


Claim 5. The ^a rxiol e — of furnitures as claimed in Claim 4 
wherein said gap space is of sufficient dimension to permit a 
transmission line coupled to said receptacle unit to extend 
^ through said gap space when said receptacle unit is in its 
retracted position in said opening. 


SI Claim 6. The^ bxciolo of furnitur e as claimed in Claim 1 


M further including means for resiliently biasing said receptacle 
^ unit into said extended position, and cooperating releasable 
locking means for opposing said means for resiliently biasing for 

us? 

retaining said receptacle unit in said retracted position. 


Claim 7. The . artiolo — o# — f - ur n oAuro as claimed in Claim 4 
As 

further including means for at least partially covering said gap 
space between said receptacle unit and said top surface of said 
article of furniture to prevent articles from falling into said 
gap space when said receptacle unit is in said retracted 
position. 
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Claim 8. The. artioie — of — furniture as claimed in Claim 7 
wherein said means for covering includes a brush. 

^j usfcL cle — o£ — fur, 
wherein said means for covering includes a screen. 


Claim 9. The^a jjfc i c 1 e — o£ — fajxnitiire. as claimed in Claim 7 


Claim 10. The^ articl e — of — f nrn^ re-as claimed in Claim 7 
wherein said means for covering is mounted to said top surface of 
said article of furniture and extends into said opening defined 
therein. 

Claim 11. The^ artiolo of — furnitur -a as claimed in Claim 7 
wherein said means for covering is mounted to said top of said 
receptacle unit and is carried by said receptacle unit as it is 
displaced between said extended and retracted positions. 


Claim 12. The ^axjb Xolo of — furnitur e, as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein said receptacle unit has a plurality of sidewalls, each 
of said sidewalls carrying at least one receptacle. 

Claim 13 . Th^ art - i r clo of furniture as claimed in Claim 12 
wherein said receptacle unit has a number of said sidewalls 
corresponding to the number of sides of said article of 
furniture, said receptacle unit being oriented relative to said 
sides of said article of furniture, such that a different 
sidewall of said receptacle unit faces a different side of said 
article of furniture. 
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Claim 14.^ The, s i J LlulW of " f urnituro as claimed in Claim 13 


wherein said receptacle unit is generally rectangular shaped. 

Claim 15. The, article of furniture as claimed in Claim 13 
A- 

wherein said receptacle unit is generally squared shaped. 


Claim 16. An article of furniture having top surface and an 
opening defined in said top surface; a receptacle unit mounted in 
said opening in said top surface; said receptacle unit comprising 
a top and a plurality of sidewalls extending downwardly from said 
~ top; each of said sidewalls being recessed inwardly relative to 
*5 the top of said receptacle unit; and means for selectively 
Y l displacing said receptacle unit between a retracted position in 
ril which said top of said receptacle unit is s u bo tamt i a 1 ly planar 
&i with said top surface of said article of furniture, and an 

s 

M« extended position in which at least a portion of each of said 

9 

u plurality of sidewalls of said receptacle unit is elevated above 
the top surface of said article of furniture. 
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Claim 17 A The article of furniture as claimed in Claim 16 
wherein said plurality of sidewalls of said receptacle unit are 
equal in numbeA to the number of sides of said article of 
furniture, and ss^d ^ceptacle unit is oriented relative to said 
article of furnAure such that each of said plurality of 
sidewalls of said receptacle unit faces a different one of said 
sides of said article of furniture. 
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Claim 18. YThe article of furniture as claimed in Claim 16 
wherein said receptacle unit and said top surface of said article 
of furniture are oriented such that a gap is defined between the 


entire periphery of 4a)td receptacle unit and said top surface of 
saTd^articllP^f futniture when said receptacle unit is in said 
retracted position received in said opening in said top surface 
of said article of iurniture. 

Claim 19. An article of furniture having a top surface and 
an opening defined in said top surface; a receptacle unit mounted 
in said opening in said top surface; said receptacle unit 
comprising a top and at least one sidewall extending downwardly 
from said top, said at least one sidewall having at least one 
receptacle defined therein; means for selectively displacing said 
receptacle unit between a retracted position in which said top of 
said receptacle unit is o ub ot tmt ial ly planar with said top 
surface of said article of furniture, and an extended position in 
which said at least one receptacle in said at least one sidewall 
of said receptacle unit is elevated above the top surface of said 
article of furniture; and a housing mounted to an underside of 
said top surface of said article of furniture, said housing 
having an open top and being substantially aligned with said 
opening defined in said top surface of said article of furniture 
so as to receive said receptacle unit in said housing when said 
receptacle unit is in said retracted position. 
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Claim 20. The article of furniture as claimed in Claim 19 
wherein said housing includes means for coupling said receptacle 
unit to an external power source. 
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